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 Welcome 
 

 A warm welcome to all our readers in this June - July edition 

of Woodnesborough Village News. 
 

Village Hall events have started up and the Hall is open for more activities  

after 17
th
 May, subject to government regulations. After 21

st
 June when the 

Covid restrictions on social gatherings should be eased, the Hall will be able to 

open for a wider range of clubs, classes activities and events. Please see the 

notice on page 3 for more information. 
 
 

Church Services at St Mary’s Woodnesborough are held at 10.00 am on the 

first, second and fourth Sundays of the month. First Sunday is the Come and 

Praise service – an informal worship service for everyone with crafts and  

family friendly activities. Second and fourth Sundays are Holy Communion  

services. Everyone is welcome. (Please wear a facemask and respect social 

distancing). 
 
 

A Games Evening is being held at Woodnesborough Village Hall on Saturday 

24
th
 July at 7pm.  A selection of games will be provided but you can bring your 

own games too. The idea is to move around the tables to try different games 

and catch up for a chat with people after lockdown. Cheese and biscuits and 

nibbles will be provided but please bring your own drinks and glasses. There 

will also be a raffle, a table-top quiz and background music. Entrance is FREE 

- see the poster on the back page for details of how to book your place.   
 
 

We always welcome contributions from our readers drawn from their own  

personal experience. Felicity Cornish has written about her experience of 

M.E., a debilitating and often misunderstood condition. We have an article by 

Trish Ball about her experience achieving the Gold Award in the 1960s. We  

wondered if anyone else who has taken part in the D of E Award Scheme has 

stories or experiences to share with our readers? 
 

Finally, we are really sorry to say goodbye to Rev. Sandra Marsh as she ends 

her 3-year period as Curate in the Eastry and Woodnesborough Benefice and 

leaves us for pastures new as Rector of seven parishes in the Calehill with 

Westwell Benefice, west of Ashford. She will be well and truly missed, but we 

wish her God’s speed on the next stage of her journey.  
 

Please send in anything you think may be of interest or useful for the  

magazine to woodnesboroughnotesandnews@gmail.com by the 15
th
 of the 

month before the next issue of the magazine (e.g.15
th
 July is the deadline for 

the August magazine, which will be the next issue). The magazine continues 

to be published on the Eastry and Woodnesborough Benefice website: https://

www.ewbchurches.org.uk/woodnesboroughvillagenews.htm 

and delivered free by our volunteers to over 600 homes. 

mailto:woodnesboroughnotesandnews@gmail.com
https://www.ewbchurches.org.uk/woodnesboroughvillagenews.htm
https://www.ewbchurches.org.uk/woodnesboroughvillagenews.htm
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 Woodnesborough Village Hall 
 

 
Monday 
 

09:00 - 12:00 am Little Kickers Group 

2:00 - 4:00 pm Worth Art Class 

3:30 - 5:00 pm KAT Study Club 
 

Tuesday 
 

10:00 - 11:30 am Coffee Pot (from 22nd June) 

7:00 - 8:00 pm Yoga 

7:30 - 9:00 pm Parish Council ( 4th Tuesday of the month) 
 

Wednesday 
 

09:30 - 12:30 am Sandwich Art Group 

6:30 - 7:30 pm Tai Chi and Karate Class (Adults) 

7:15 - 9:15 pm Women’s Institute ( 2nd Wednesday of the month) 
 

Thursday 
 

09:30 - 11:30 am Toddler Group ( from 10th June) 

6:00 - 7:00 pm Zumba 

7:15 - 9:15 pm Gardeners’ Club ( 3rd Thursday of the month) 
 

Friday 
 

09:30 - 11:00 am Yoga 

3:30 - 6:00 pm KAT Study Club 

6:30 - 7:30 pm Karate Class (Adults) 
 

Saturday 
 

08:30 - 10:30 am Powerhoop with Stacey 
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 Woodnesborough Village Hall  

 Annual General Meeting  
 

If the government’s road map goes as planned, the  

Woodnesborough Village Hall Committee will hold their  

Annual General Meeting at 7pm on Wednesday 23
rd

 June 2021 in the Village 

Hall.  
 

The AGM is an opportunity to learn what has happened with the Village Hall 

within the last year. Everyone is welcome to attend.  
 

We would also like to welcome anyone who would like to join the Committee or 

volunteer at events we organise. If you would like to know more, please con-

tact the Chairman, Ken Flower, on 01304 614142.  
 

In the event that we are unable to hold the AGM due to government guidelines, 

we will update the Woodnesborough Village Hall Facebook page.  

 

 

 Notice of St. Mary’s Annual  
 Parochial Church Meeting 2021 
 

 The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place in 

Woodnesborough Church on Sunday 13
th
 June following Sunday worship. The 

service is at 10.00am so the meeting will start at 11am (approx.) All welcome. 
 

Forms for nominations for the following roles will be available on the table at 

the back of the church: 
 

Churchwarden 
 

Deanery Synod Representative 
 

PCC Member(s) 
 

       Caroline Pearce, 

       Woodnesborough Church PCC Secretary 

 

Woodnesborough Baby and Toddler Group 
 

We are planning on restarting the group on Thursday mornings after half term 

with a start date of 10th June, IF government restrictions remain as scheduled. 

There will still need to be social distancing of adults, mask wearing etc. We are 

allowed up to 30 adults including helpers but no restrictions on child numbers. 

We will be putting information on Facebook ASAP after our helpers have had a 

meeting to discuss the format and details. The plan is to open up the garden 

and have lots of outdoor play.  
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 Notes from St Mary’s 
 

 I am sitting down to write this letter after returning from our   

 service for Ascension Day at Eastry Church. 
 

Ascension Day falls forty days after Easter and marks the climax of our Easter 

celebrations – Christ has died, is risen and now returns to be with his Father in 

heaven - so far so good. 
 

But when someone leaves, whether it is a child going to university, or a friend 

moving to another part of the country, or indeed someone to whom we have 

been close dying, it leaves a gap – often a gaping hole. It is a hard time, a time 

of bereavement and readjustment; a time of sadness and loss. And so it was 

for the disciples of Jesus when he ascended to heaven. 
 

For them, Jesus had been their teacher, confidante, mentor, leader. They had 

given up much to follow him, to learn from him and to grow through him; but 

now they were on their own and left to their own devices. 
 

Any change, however small, can be challenging and disorienting; we need to 

allow time and space to absorb what is happening and to understand where it 

leaves us. But there also comes a time when we need to move on. 
 

While the disciples gathered, as Jesus departed from them, two angels  

appeared in their midst and asked them why they were looking up to heaven. 

The angels, I think, were making the point that circumstances had fundamen-

tally changed and simply looking forlornly on at what had gone before was not 

going to help. There was now a new reality that needed to be grasped and,  

after a period of appropriate reflection, it was necessary to take up the  

responsibilities which were to lie ahead. 
 

The disciples rightly had a period to gather their thoughts, to pause and reflect; 

but this was to prepare and ready themselves for the new tasks, responsibili-

ties and challenges in front of them. 
 

Life never stands still and there will be times when we have to say goodbye. 

But one door closing means another can open; one person stepping down  

allows space for another to step up. 
 

How can we grasp the moment and offer ourselves in service? It might be 

tempting to ‘gaze up to heaven’, pining after what has gone before. But we are 

all needed now and we each have a present task to do. 
 

             David Ridley 
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River Chimney Sweep 
 

Insurance approved certificate issued with every sweep 
 

      Other services include: 
 

   Stove installation - Chimney liners 

      Bird cowls - Chimney repointing 

    Stove servicing & repairs 
 

      Call Marcus Wright 
 

       Tel: 01304 761081 
 

 

      Mob: 07971 699220 
 

     www.riverchimneysweep.co.uk 
 

      Registered OFTEC Stove Installer 

 

Eastry Fish Bar 
 

1 The Cross, Eastry, CT13 0FZ 
 

 

 Opening Times: 
 

Thurs    4:00 - 8:30pm 
 

Fri     4:00 - 8:30pm 
 

Sat    11:30 - 1:30 4:00 - 8:30pm 
 

CLOSED ALL OTHER DAYS  

at present 
 

eastryfishbar@btconnect.com 
 

01304 614373 
 

We accept credit and debit cards  
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  A Fond Farewell 
 

 It doesn’t seem that it was nearly three years ago that  

 Simon and I arrived to live and work within the Eastry and   

 Woodnesborough Benefice, although the disruption   

 caused by Covid might have had something to do with 

that. The time really flies by when you are enjoying yourself. And we have,  

immensely. We were made welcome and we felt at home almost immediately.  
 

To me personally, friendships are important. It doesn’t matter who we are or 

what we do. Each one of us is unique and we all have gifts which we can 

share for the greater good. In my time here I have been fortunate enough to be 

involved in many things; from being a Governor of Eastry Primary School, 

team leader in organising the popular holiday club Corners, leading numerous 

assemblies for both Northbourne and Eastry Primary schools, setting up  

pastoral and bereavement groups and of course planning services with the  

local clubs and societies. All of these, and others, have given me a treasure 

house of many happy memories.  
 

And it is such a privilege to have been able to walk alongside families in all 

stages of life, and to help them at significant moments. From the sadness of 

bereavement to the joyous occasions of birth and marriage. We have shared 

tears and laughter together. These memories too I will take with me into my 

next role as Rector of seven parishes in the Calehill with Westwell Benefice 

which consists of a number of villages to the west of Ashford.  
 

This corner of East Kent now feels like home, but everything comes to an end 

and it is time to move on to pastures new.  As I do so I would like to thank  

everyone for making Simon and me feel so welcome and for being so  

encouraging in everything I did and tolerant of my mistakes as I found my feet 

in ministry. You have been such a wonderful community to work in and we 

shall take away such fond memories as we move halfway across Kent to my 

first incumbency.  Please pray for us. 
 

             Sandra Marsh 
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The day I met the Duke of Edinburgh 

(and how I achieved this) 
 

I joined the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme whilst at 

School in the sixties, and obtained my Bronze Award in 1964 

and Silver in 1966. 
 

Gold was difficult to achieve in those early days, especially for me, as there 

were not many girls taking it. Arranging courses to achieve it was a struggle as 

support for the scheme was pretty limited in Surrey at the time.  
 

For Bronze and Silver, I had already completed various hobbies, so, in going 

for Gold I decided to try something new and ended up flower arranging, some-

thing I occasionally do for the village church today.   
 

I also had to organise and undertake an “expedition”. Mine was a 50 mile hike 

over a few days around the Isle of Wight.  Today groups go to more remote 

and wild places like Dartmoor or the Brecon Beacons as things are a lot more 

structured now.  Staying in each of the 3 Youth Hostels on the Isle of Wight, 

hiking each day to build up the miles.  The last day, I walked from Cowes to 

Ryde to catch the ferry back to Portsmouth.  On reaching Ryde Pier Head, my 

retired Vicar and his wife, who had seen me off with tea and cake earlier that 

week, were there to greet me and perhaps to check that I really had completed 

my tasks!  
 

My next task was to do 6 months voluntary service in the community for which 

I worked Saturday afternoons at a Nursing Home, perhaps one of the hardest 

challenges mentally. 
 

I also completed a Civil Defence Course, attending a training exercise which 

involved trying to survive nuclear fallout by building a brick oven, using a  

stirrup pump – this was the mid-60s after all! 
 

Next came a residential course where I helped out on an archaeological dig, 

did orienteering and many other activities.  Everything completed, my log book 

went off for verification. 
 

An invitation arrived through the post, for myself and my parents to attend 

Buckingham Palace. Along with it came a foolscap list of “does and don’ts”  

including NO photographs inside the palace grounds and a strict dress code 

for everybody. Hats and a suit for Dad were bought for the big day. 
 

The 8 July 1968 arrived and we set off in Dad’s Ford Consul to Buckingham 

Palace.  The weather was a bit “iffy” so we stopped in Sutton High Street for 

Dad to buy a nylon mac (couldn’t do that today).  With the pass on the  

windscreen, we turned into Buckingham Palace Road and a Policeman waved 

us straight into the Royal Mews.   
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We walked into the garden and my parents were shown to a seating area. As 

an award recipient, we were put into groups. The “does and don’ts” list had 

stated that one boy and one girl would be chosen to meet the Duke. Of course 

the Duke (being the Duke) came to each group individually and spoke to  

everyone. I can remember the Duke saying that we girls must have been busy 

dressmaking (after all this was something girls did in those days).  
 

              Trish Ball 
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A Helping Hand at Home  

for Seniors by Seniors 
 

There’s a huge difference in the kind of home care you can receive  

from someone who really understands what your life is like.  

The concerns you have, the need for independence. At Seniors  

Helping Seniors care is provided by someone experienced who  

has a little living under his or her belt. 
 

The same person visits and the service is flexible. No job is too 

 big or too small. We support you to do what you want to do  

in and outside the home. 
 

Contact us today to find out more 01843 606991 
 

www.seniorshelpingseniors.co.uk 
 

 

  • Companionship • Light housekeeping • Meal preparation • House maintenance 

  • Transportation • Gardening • Mobility assistance • Overnight stays (24-hour)  

  • Respite care • all conditions including Dementia/Alzheimer's care* • And much more! 
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 Poem of the Month 
 

 

Poppies on the Wheat 

 

   Along Ancona’s hills the shimmering heat, 

   A tropic tide of air with ebb and flow 

   Bathes all the fields of wheat until they glow 

Like flashing seas of green, which toss and beat 

 Around the vines. The poppies lithe and fleet 

   Seem running, fiery torchmen, to and fro 

   To mark the shore. 

  The farmer does not know 

That they are there. He walks with heavy feet, 

Counting the bread and wine by autumn’s gain, 

But I, - I smile to think that days remain 

Perhaps to me in which, though bread be sweet 

No more, and red wine warm my blood in vain, 

I shall be glad remembering how the fleet, 

Lithe poppies ran like torchmen with the wheat. 
 

Helen Hunt Jackson (1830-85) 

 

Sudoku 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Solution on page 35 
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Birding With Big Nick 
 

What with lockdown and spring being pretty cold this year I’ve not ventured out 

as much as usual so have missed a lot of the birds arriving. Writing this in  

early May, things are already almost in full swing. We have a recently fledged 

Collared Dove in the garden; the adults were incubating through all the cold 

weather. About a week ago I noticed a Goldfinch in a crab apple tree in the 

front garden. At first I didn’t pay much attention as there are lots of Goldfinches 

around at the moment, but it seemed to be there a lot, so I watched more  

carefully. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goldfinches in a crab apple tree 
 

The bird in the tree was acting as a lookout for its mate who was constructing 

a nest in a nearby shrub. The nest was much lower than I’d expected, probably 

only 4 foot from the ground – and only about 3 foot from the front window. We 

can sit on the couch and watch them come and go. We got a bit concerned as 

they seemed to stop coming and we wondered if they had abandoned the 

nest. On Monday evening as I wheeled the dustbin past the shrub, I took a 

quick look into the nest as I went past, there were 3 tiny eggs. Small passer-

ines like these only begin incubation when the clutch is complete. It seems a 

little strange to leave the eggs exposed to the elements until the whole clutch 

is laid but that way all the eggs hatch at roughly the same time. Goldfinches 

usually lay from 4 to 6 eggs so I’ll have to wait to see what the final total is. 
 

Away from Eastry I took a trip to Blean Woods to see if I could see the Lesser 

Spotted Woodpeckers that had been reported there. I got lucky and found one, 

a female. Although less colourful than the male which has a red cap, they are 

smart little birds and I was lucky to see it; others arriving after me that morning 

didn’t. These are quite tiny, about the size of a Greenfinch and certainly not  

common. The RSPB estimates 1,000 to 2,000 pairs in the UK and are found 

usually high up in the canopy making them difficult to see. In fact, I had never  
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knowingly seen one before, [as my friend called them – Seldom Spotted  

Woodpecker!] so I felt very privileged to have got some good views and a few 

photos as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Female Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  

 

Keep your eyes and binoculars peeled - you never know what you might see in 

the bird world. 
 

               Nick 

 

 Ash Bowling Club Taster Sessions  
 28

th
 and 29

th
 May 

 
There will be an open evening at the club house and green in Moat Lane, from 

5.30pm to 8.00pm on  Friday 28
th
 May, and also an open afternoon from 

2.00pm to 5.00pm on Saturday 29
th
 May.  Members and coaches will be  

available to explain the game, demonstrate and let you have a try. All ages, 

from 10 years old will be most welcome. Children must be accompanied by an 

adult.  
 

All we ask is that you bring a pair of flat shoes or trainers with you. We will lend 

you the bowls. 
 

If you require further information, please contact our secretary at  

secretary.ashbowlsclub@gmail.com or telephone 01304 813629. 
 

Venue: Ash Bowling Club, Moat Lane, Ash CT3 2DG 
 

(Note: although the date may have passed, Ash Bowling Club welcomes new 

members) 
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Local Businesses 
 

MARK BALDOCK           01304 360477 
 

Internal & External painting & decorating        m: 07866 252080 
 

Established 1983      email: mark.baldock09@btinternet.com 
 

J DILNOT-SMITH & SON          01304 812300 
 

Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors 

 

CLOCKMAKER – T PETTMAN       07860 498963 / 01843 825050 
 

FREE SUB SOIL            07973 163791 
 

Ideal for making up ground, landscaping or raising levels - 4000 Tons minimum 
delivery-20 ton loads. From Marshborough delivery charge only. 
 

MARK JONES TREE SURGERY        01304 614652 

Thornton House, Thornton Lane, Eastry CT13 0EU    m: 07956 994601 
 

              email: mark@markjonestreesurgery.co.uk 
 

A full range of arboricultural operations undertaken 

 

Lady Decorators 
 
 

Internal & External Decorating 
 

Professional & Fully Insured 
 
 

Canterbury 
& Surrounding Areas 

 
 

Nichola Rogers 
 

01304 841851 
 

07816 344951 
 

www.ladydecorators.org 

 

 

mailto:mark.baldock09@btinternet.com
http://www.ladydecorators.org
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 Staple - Chillenden Windmill -  

 Goodnestone - 1 hr 50 mins -  

 4 miles (approx.) 
 

 Take FP opposite Staple church through the copse. At end 

of hedgerow, turn left along hedge. Take diagonal path across field and follow 

this to reach the road. Take care descending the bank and cross over  

Buckland Lane to the corresponding FP opposite. Go across next field and at 

end of path turn right along FP to trees. Cross ditch into next field. Follow FP 

past pillbox and Rowling House. Follow next FP across 2 fields until you reach 

the Windmill, passing to the right into Cave Lane. Turn right and follow lane to 

crossroads. Turn left along lane to Catsole Hill. At field gate take path down the 

valley through another gate and down hill to next gate. Go up next FP into 

Goodnestone village. (You will see the church, the Fitzwalter Arms pub and if 

you wish to visit Goodnestone House, tearoom and gardens turn left along 

main street.) Turn right and follow main street to crossroads. Take next lane to   

Claypits and Cave Lane. At junction cross over to FP beside cottages. Once in 

the open field turn up FP and cross over next field. At the track, cut across and  

through the hedge, walking diagonally across next field. This leads to original 

path you started on - follow this back to the church. 
 

 FP=Footpath 
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East Kent Mole Catcher 
 

No Mole – No Fee 

Your local mole catcher, based in Ash,  
covering all local towns and villages. 

 

Offering mole control for your  
lawns, gardens & paddocks.  

Public liability insurance. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Call / Text – Keith 
 

East Kent Mole Catcher - 07876 686543 
 

Email – molecatcherkeith@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

  Free to a Good Home 
 

Top Soil 
 

We have good free top soil available to collect -  
 

Call Gary on 07887 981562 

 

Horseshoes 
 

We have about 20 used horseshoes.  

If anyone is interested in having some of them,  

maybe for decorative purposes. 
 

Call Alison on 07460 839319 
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 ReQuest2021 
 

 17 Days-800 nautical miles- JamesCaird Row-a

-Thon We did it! 8 hours of continuous rowing by Scout-

ing supporters 
 

In our sponsored Row-A-Thon held at Dulwich College we completed 800  

nautical miles (1500km) in just under 17 days - precisely the same distance 

covered by Sir Ernest Shackleton and his men in the James Caird Lifeboat on 

the Endurance expedition 105 years ago to row from Elephant Island to the  

island of South Georgia, so we set ourselves the same timescale for our event. 

A massive thanks to all our fantastic rowers. The row raised a grand total of 

£1167.23 towards the Kent Scouts ReQuest2021 Antarctic Research Project 

so far but welcome any further donations on  
 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Team/

ReQuest2021RowAThonTeam 
 

In January 2022, the team of Scouts will be sailing on the Bark Europa Tall 

Ship from South America to Port Lockroy in Antarctica.  Exactly 100 years after 

two Scouts sailed on Shackleton’s final Quest Expedition the project objectives 

with a focus on Peace, Environment & Heritage are: - 
 

To participate as members of the crew on the Barque Europa on a voyage 

to Antarctica. 
 

For each of the participants to carry out an Antarctic research project and 

present the results upon return. 
 

To visit Port Lockroy base that was established by Scout James Marr and 

fly a Scout flag on Antarctica. 
 

To unveil an expedition plaque dedicated to Marr & Mooney at Gilwell 

Park and Port Lockroy in Antarctica. 
 

To involve thousands of young people in join-in educational and fun activi-

ties in the form of the Antarctica In An Ice Box resource packs. 
 

The ReQuest2021 team have raised £85,000 so far with a target of £110,000. 

For more information on the project or to donate, please visit  
 

    www.request2021.org.uk  
 

All profits will go to the Kent Scouts  

ReQuest2021 Antarctic Research Project. 

[Kent County Scout Council.  

Charity Number: 303471] 
 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Team/ReQuest2021RowAThonTeam
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Team/ReQuest2021RowAThonTeam
http://www.request2021.org.uk
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 My M.E. Journey  

 (Chronic Fatigue Syndrome) 
 

 Most people have heard of M.E, but few know what it is like to 

suffer from it. I was 52 years old, and every day of my life was filled when I first 

got M.E symptoms. An active working qualified cook, and on my day off I 

would help with a learning disabilities class, attend an antiques class, church 

flowers on Saturdays, and have friends for lunch on Sunday. 
 

A dose of the flu left me with mild M E fatigue, and a virus six weeks later  

resulted in my being bed bound for 3 years.  I lost 2 stones in weight quickly. I 

crawled around our home unable to lift my feet from the ground while  

experiencing severe muscle pain. 
 

I joined the Guildford M.E support group (albeit by phone), desperate for help. 

Certain members of the group were getting good results with lymphatic  

drainage devised by Dr Raymond Perrin.  I attended his clinic for 2 years and 

after treatment I could walk short distances again, drive, eat a bit more and 

pace myself to get through the day. My treatment ceased after 2 years. Life 

over the years that followed has not been easy. 
 

More complications have followed. I now have gastritis and a sugar intolerance 

which results in constant bladder infections if ignored. I have been profoundly 

deaf for 57 years and have now developed tinnitus which escalates in volume 

when I read, so have had to stop. Now diagnosed with “electro sensitivity 

means I can no longer enjoy radio and TV, nor use my laptop. Mobile phones 

are out, and close source wi-fi gives me a thumping heartbeat and vertigo. 
 

Other conditions become intensified for those with M.E.  With its depletion of 

the immune system, the worn discs in my back and knees need regular  

osteopathic treatment. I have little strength in my arms and only by wearing a 

neck collar can I lift my knife and fork. Treatment for a tremor in my neck is  

ongoing. 
 

I am able to be up for 8 hours a day only.  Bedtime for me is 3pm where I  

remain for the next 16 hours. 
 

I still count my blessings with two caring sons and daughters-in-law, and 4 

beautiful grandchildren.  My husband does so much to help. Being strong 

willed, I will not let this wretched disease beat me. I have a mobility scooter 

which gives me independence, and I have anti-radiation clothing to insulate me 

from wi-fi when I visit others. Fast forward to summer and I look forward to  

celebrating my 70
th
 birthday with my family. 
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M E has stolen half of my waking day, and more. There are currently over 

250,000 M.E sufferers in the UK, and people with “Long-Covid” have many of 

the M.E symptoms plus other respiratory issues.  Both conditions come from a 

virus from which there is no full recovery.  I can only hope that now some  

Government money will be put into research which will hopefully benefit us all. 

 

             Felicity Cornish 

 

 

 

 
Becket Walk from Sandwich to Canterbury 
Saturday 11

th
 September 2021 

 

Becket’s Final Journey 
 

 This walk to mark the 850th anniversary of Thomas Becket’s   
 final journey from Sandwich to Canterbury in 1170, before he  

 was assassinated a month later, was postponed from 2020 because of the  
restrictions imposed by the Covid pandemic. This event has now been  
rescheduled to 11th September 2021, assuming government restrictions  
allow, and is being organised by Robert Hudson and Ash Heritage Group. 
 

Becket returned from exile in France and landed in Sandwich on 1st December 
1170. He then rode the 12 miles to Canterbury through the parishes of  
Sandwich, Woodnesborough, Ash, Staple, Wingham, Ickham, Littlebourne and  
finally St Martin & St Paul (Canterbury).  
 

The planned event is to walk his route as closely as possible but using 21st 
century public footpaths. The traverse of each parish will be led by members of 
that parish and a crozier will travel the whole distance by being transfered  
between walkers at each parish boundary, like a relay baton. 
 

The total walking time from Sandwich is expected to be 7 hours aiming to  
arrive at Canterbury Cathedral in time for Evensong. It is anticipated, however, 
that most participants will not walk the whole way but will opt to accompany the 
crozier along the route of their parish only. The crozier has been specifically 
made for this event by Ash resident Richard Palmer. The crook is carved from 
sustainable African hardwood and has a cross gilded in gold leaf. The pine 
staff is decorated with bands of cow horn. 
 

The Woodnesborough ‘leg’ of the walk will be a distance of about 3 miles 
mainly on footpaths. If you would like to take part in this section or maybe walk 
further on the route, please contact Alison Hilton on 07460 839319. The 
more the merrier! 
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OVENDEN FARMS 
 

GROWERS AND WHOLESALERS OF 
QUALITY FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 

 

Richard Ovenden 
 

Tel/Fax: 01304 812419 
 

Email: r.ovenden847@btinternet.com 

 
 

VEGETABLE GROWER 
 

Tim Ovenden 
 

Tel/Fax: 01304 611756 • Mobile: 07759 706668 

 

     Nick Ovenden 
 

   Plant Hire Ltd 
 

Plant Hire and Groundwork Contractors 
 

Excavations ~ Foundations ~ Driveway ~ Footings 
Site Clearance ~ Drainage ~ Concreting ~ Paving 

 

01304 360725 • 07860 561168 
 

Red Tiles, Northbourne Road, East Studdal, Dover, Kent CT15 5DE 

 

ST MARTIN’S EMMAUS  
Archcliffe Fort, Dover  

 

Needs your donations of good quality furniture & household goods. 

Support a fantastic charity providing homes and work in a  

community setting for 21 previously homeless men & women.  

For free collection call us on 
 

01304 204550 

mailto:r.ovenden847@btinternet.com
https://www.facebook.com/EmmausGlos/?ref=py_c
https://www.facebook.com/EmmausGlos/?ref=py_c
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Stand out in the local    

community and beyond 
 

Advertise your business here at 
competitive rates 

 

If you are interested in advertising in our  
local magazine please contact us at -  

 

woodnesboroughnotesandnews@gmail.com 

mailto:woodnesboroughnotesandnews@gmail.com
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  Woodnesborough Parish Council 
 

 The Parish Council held our final Zoom meetings on 23
rd

 March 

and 4
th
 May.  This is because the government have declined, through the court 

process, to extend the ability of councils to meet online after 7
th
 May. 

 

Our meeting on 23rd March was a normal meeting at which, following the  

declarations of interest, the minutes of each of the last meetings were  

approved and actions from that meeting were updated. We also noted the 

coronavirus updates sent to us. 
 

 We discussed 4 planning applications and one planning decision which  

allowed a development. We continue to liaise with DDC over the heavy lorries 

using the street and pointed out the weight restriction through the village and 

sent photos to prove this.   
 

Both County Cllr Chandler and District Cllr Holloway had sent written reports 

prior to both meetings and no parish councillors had attended meetings. It had 

also been decided that, due to the restrictions regarding the use of Zoom, we 

would hold our Annual Parish Council Meeting and Annual Meeting online on 

4
th
 May, as we are required to hold these meetings by a set date and we would 

not have had access to the hall due to Covid restrictions. 
 

At the Annual Meeting we elected the officers of the council and I would like to 

thank the members of the council that they voted me to continue as Chair of 

the council. Alistair Boniface was again elected to the position of Vice Chair 

and I am very grateful for all the help he gives me throughout the year. Cynthia 

Charter was elected Footpaths Officer, Doug Smith and Mandy Goodwin were 

appointed as Councillors responsible for Finance, as Doug has announced his 

intention to stand down next year. Alistair was appointed Affordable Housing 

representative and I was elected to carry on as Press Officer. Doug Smith and 

Alison Hilton continued as Village Hall representatives. 
 

Unfortunately, we were advised that Cllr Jonathan Vine has had to step down 

due to work pressures of a new job. I would like to thank him for all his hard 

work with the council and he will be a big loss. We would all like to wish him 

well for the future. 
 

After dealing with 3 planning applications, 2 of which we objected to, we noted 

the planning and consultation correspondence. 

 

Following the general reports and correspondence we discussed our new  

website which has been set up in response to changes in regulations regard-

ing Data Protection. I do hope that you will take a moment to look at the new  
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website as the full minutes of both meetings are available on there. It is still in 
the early stages of development, but it is hoped that it will be expanded  
gradually to include lots of information about Woodnesborough and local 
events, social activities with links to the Village Hall and other village  
organisations. 
 

https://woodnesborough-pc.org.uk/ 
 

Our next meeting is 25
th
 May in the Village Hall, and please remember we are 

your council so come along to any of our meetings.  You can contact our Clerk, 

Jo Jones for details, and if you wish to raise any concerns you may have  

regarding the parish, please let our clerk know prior to the meeting. 
 

             Brenda Baker 

 

Crossword 
 

Across 
 

 1 Scorch (4) 

 3 Ball from spin-bowler (3-5) 

 9 Ignorant, not cognisant (7) 

 10 Place of burial (5) 

 11 Hearten (5) 

 12 Artificial waterways (6) 

 14 Be ready for (6) 

 16 Chillier (6) 

 19 Agree (6) 

 21 Attendants (5) 

 24 Hire agreement (5) 

 25 European language (7) 

 26 One of the Channel Islands (8) 

 27 Rip (4)  
 

Down 
 

1 Places of worship (8)   17 A child who has lost both parents (6) 

2 Proverb (5)     18 Sea trip (6) 

4 Violent (6)     20 Unsoiled (5) 

5 Start (5)     22 Artfulness (5)  

6 Made possible (7)   23 Work hard (4)  

7 Leg joint (4) 

8 Material (6) 

13 Captive (8) 

15 Desecrate (7) 
 

Solution on page 35 

https://woodnesborough-pc.org.uk/
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Extensions • Alterations • Conversions • Planning Service 
Painting & Decorating • Kitchen & Bathrooms • Drives 
Window & Conservatories • All Building Maintenance 

 

Freephone: 0800 587 6614 
 

Mobile: 07776 182126 
 

All preservation works 
Beetle infestation • Dry rot • Tanking 

Wall tie replacement 
 

30 year warranty 
Free estimates and quotations 

 

GARDEN MACHINERY REPAIRS 
 

TREVOR LAKER ENGINEERING 
 

Unit 17 Birnham Mushrooms, Hammill Road, 
Woodnesborough, Sandwich CT13 0PR 

 

01304 813777 
 

paul-laker@btconnect.com 
 

DELIVERY & COLLECTION SERVICE 

 

 Contact us at  -   
 

 woodnesboroughnotes 
  andnews@gmail.com 
 

     We look forward to  
  seeing you here 

Woodnesborough PCC would like to thank the advertising 
businesses whose donations help to finance the  

Woodnesborough Village News. 

Please support our local businesses. 

mailto:Paul-laker@btconnect.com
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 Rick’s June Quiz 
 

 

 

1. Who succeeded Bruce Forsyth as host of the Generation Game? 

2. In an interview, Michael Howard was asked the same question 14 times 

by who? 

3. Where did Minnie Caldwell, Martha Longhurst and Ena Sharples used to 

meet? 

4. Finish the advert, ‘A million housewives every day, open a tin of beans 

and say’?  

5. Who said to Debbie McGee, ‘What first attracted you to the millionaire 

Paul Daniels’? 

6. What connects Peter Falk, Peter Sellers, Kevin Whatley and David  

 Jason? 

7. What did the initials BOAC stand for? 

8. What was the Sopwith Camel? 

9. Whose phone number used to be Whitehall 1212? 

10. Who said ‘May all your doughnuts turn out like Fanny’s?’ 

11. What UK Company was famed for making horror films? 

12. Who was the Galloping Gourmet? 

13. We are going to need a bigger boat’ was a line from which film? 

14. Ruth Ellis was the last women to do what? 

15. Name two countries where you would see Ausfahrt on motor way road 

 signs? 

16. ‘Come back and stay’ was a hit for which singer in the 1980s? 

17. The film An Affair to Remember was referenced by which Tom Hanks  

 rom-com? 

18. What well known store did Ingvar Kamprad found? 

19. Which is the longest motorway in the UK? 

20. Can you name the 7 actors who have played James Bond? (one point for 

 each) 
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Your local, reliable 

ELECTRICIANS 
 

  Free quotations 
 

  Alterations to existing electrics 
 

  Fault finding, testing and inspections 
 

  Garage / shed / garden electrics 
 

  Hot tub electrical supplies 
 

  Wired smoke alarms 
 

  Electric car charging points 
 

  All domestic electrical work - no job too small! 

 

 

 ☎  Tel: 01304 611967   ✉ Email: electricians@pahollingworth.co.uk 

  

Remember  

the Date 

Sunday 20th  

June 
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 Woodnesborough Gardeners Club 
 

 The plant sale was another great success, with takings over 

£2,000 before expenses. Thanks to Denis and everyone who helped both  

before and during the 3 day sale. We hope that next year we will be able to  

revert to our normal one day sale, which although hectic, is a lot easier. We 

apologise if we couldn’t supply all that you requested, but with the cold damp 

weather we had earlier in the year, unfortunately some of the seeds failed and 

some popular plants were in short supply. 
 

Regarding the club’s normal activities, we hope to start back with a BBQ at the 

Village Hall on Sunday afternoon 11
th
 July. On Sunday, 8

th
 August, we will 

hopefully be able to stage the annual Flower and Produce Show at the Hall.  

Entries will be restricted to Club members only this year, but members of the 

public will be welcome to come along and view the exhibits. Of course, the 

above will be dependent on Government guidelines at the time and all  

members and potential members will be notified in due course if and when 

these events can go ahead. 

           Ken and Linda Butcher 
 

 

 Village Walkers 2021 
 

 10:30 Thursdays. 
 

Hour long walks of approx. 3 miles. 

20
th 

May   Wickhambreux Green 

17
th
 June  Griffin’s Head, Chillenden. 

15
th
 July   Goodnestone Church 

19
th
 August   Ash Car Park. 

23
rd

 September Staple Church 
 

Please note that you undertake all walks at your own risk. Covid restrictions 

will apply. 
 

Walk times may vary due to the weather, conditions underfoot, and route  

variations. 
 

Contact details: Leaders, Michael and Shelley Morris.  
 

Telephone: 01304 814096. 
 

Email: michael@themorrises.co.uk  
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 POLICE  

 NEWSLETTER 
 

 I hope that you are all well and now adjusting to   

 the new rules which will see many of us being   

 able to get out and about more and meet up with  

 friends and family, this will certainly boost morale 

and help with our mental health. 
 

Crimes of Note 
 

For the month of March 2021 there were 162 calls made to Kent Police, of 

those calls: 
 

26 = traffic offences / incidents. These have stayed the same from last 

month. 
 

2 = Covid incidents. These have gone down by over half which is good. 
 

17 = concern calls / 999. Unfortunately, a slight increase here.  
 

13 = info calls. Also a slight increase, but with people now out and about 

more this may happen, but you can never tell what people will call in about. 

These figures are combined for Sandwich and Woodnesborough. 
 

Thursday Surgery Days  
 

Thursdays are now proving to be a successful busy day with Peter and Elliot 

and myself attending when our shifts allow. 
 

We are finding that the general public are approaching us to tell us information 

or just generally for a chat which is making it easier for reporting issues as I 

feel face to face is sometimes preferred rather than on the telephone, being in 

that regular spot also reassures Sandwich they know where to find us as I feel 

continuity is key. 
 

Road policing Team Officers at Kent Police have been out in force supporting a 

nationwide road safety campaign focusing on two wheels. 
 

The two-week campaign from the National Police Chiefs’ Council started on 
Monday 12 April. It will see officers from the Roads Policing Unit and Special 
Constabulary at Kent Police speaking with cyclists and motorcyclists about the 
dangers of not having the correct skills, knowledge and protective equipment 
to ride safely. Officers will also be looking to improve rider behaviour and  
educate those who ride e-scooters of the law surrounding these vehicles. 
 

E-scooters are classed as Personal Light Electric Vehicles (PLEVs), which 
means they are treated as motor vehicles and subject to the same legal  
requirements. 
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Chief Inspector Elena Hall, Head of Kent Police’s Roads Policing Unit, said: 

‘Enforcing the law is business as usual for us but we welcome opportunities 

like this to help further promote road safety messages. We work regularly with 

partner agencies including Kent and Medway councils, Kent Fire and Rescue 

Service and Highways England to keep the county’s roads safe. Our officers 

will be looking out for anyone on two wheels who is riding in a careless or  

dangerous manner over the next two weeks.  
 

‘It’s our priority to keep riders and other road users safe and officers will also 

be looking to raise awareness among motorists about how to improve road 

safety.’ 
 

Sandwich has been visited by the team and were patrolling the area, I was 

contacted by one of the team who advised me they were in the area and would 

be staying local for the day. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and I’m sure to see you all at some point 

whilst patrolling. 
 

Regards 
 

PCSO Debbie Bishop 61502 

Sandwich Ward/ Worth 

Dover District 

 

 

 

 

Woodnesborough WI 
 

The W I continues to wait until we can get together again but 

in the meanwhile Lucy has organised a second short walk, as the first was so 

successful, and also a lunch for later in May which I’m unable to attend but 

which I’m sure will be successful.  Lucy has done a great job of keeping us to-

gether during the pandemic and we will all be pleased to be able to get back 

together again soon. 
 

             Brenda Baker 
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HOSKINS  

CONSTRUCTION LTD  
Est 1986 

 

All aspects of building work including 
design and build, from start to finish 

with attention to detail, and the  
personal touch 

 

Chippy Lodge, Beacon Lane 
Woodnesborough, Nr Sandwich, 

Kent, CT13 0PD 
 

Tel: 01304 813830 
 

Mobile: 07768 984507 
 

Email:  
hoskinsltd@outlook.com 

 

 

A small family run business, offering bespoke  
 

Housekeeping, Cleaning and  
 

Gardening packages,  
 

designed around your requirements 
 

 

Please give us a call for a free quotation on 
 

07453 943329 
 

Or visit our website for more details  

of what we can offer 
 

purpledaisy.co.uk 

 
 

Ash Bowling Club, Moat Lane,  

Ash, CT13 2DG 
 

We are a friendly club where you get a warm welcome either on 

 your own or as a family.  All ages welcome from 10 to 100+   

We have excellent facilities for both lawn bowls in the summer  

and short mat bowls in the winter. 
 

Membership fees are extremely low and games cost £2 in the summer  

and £1.50 in the winter.  Where else can you get good company, gentle 

exercise an afternoons entertainment and a cup of tea and a biscuit  

for that price? 
 

We offer both friendly roll ups, club competitions and also county games 

for those with a more competitive nature. 
 

For more information contact Judy Martin on 01304 611328 

Or visit – ashbowlsclub.org.uk or find us on facebook 

mailto:hoskinsltd@outlook.com
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ASH  PHYSIOTHERAPY 
&  SPORTS  INJURY  CLINIC 

 

Chartered Physiotherapists 
 

   Health Professions 
   Council Registered 

 
The Old Coach House 

58 The Street, Ash, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT3 2EW 
 

Tel: 01304 813596 
 

Email: ashphysio@uwclub.net 
 

 

 

YOGA 
IMPROVE YOUR FLEXIBILITY  

AND WELLBEING 
 

 

 

 
Classes for mixed ability. (All Levels Welcome) 

Woodnesborough Village Hall 
  Wednesdays and Fridays -  
       9.30am till 11.00am 

£9 per class 
Discount given for block bookings 

£28 for 4 consecutive classes 

First class is a Free Trial 
 

Contact Lorraine on  
01304 812652 or 07799 814280 

 

  Email: lorraine.m.irwin 
                @btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

Domestic & Commercial 
Cleaning Services 
……………………………… 

 

• Weekly / Fortnightly / Monthly 

Cleans 

• Professional, Fully Insured,  

       Uniformed Staff, Trained to a  

       High Standard 

• All Cleaning Materials and  

      Equipment Provided 

……………………………… 
 

Office: 01304 275086 
 

Mobile: 07542 624402 
 

www.apexclean.uk 
 

apexcleanltd@gmail.com 

mailto:ashphysio@uwclub.net
mailto:lorraine.m.irwin@btinternet.com
mailto:lorraine.m.irwin@btinternet.com
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 About Us 
 

Woodnesborough Village News strives to provide accurate and timely  
information about local events, contacts for local companies or simply where to 
buy some firewood! We are a non-profit making organisation whose underlying 
purpose is to help maintain a vibrant cohesive community spirit. As such it is 
vital that it truly reflects the voice of Woodnesborough and we welcome items 
from all village organisations and individuals. 
 

Woodnesborough Village News is produced and distributed by volunteers 
with financial support provided by a partnership of St Mary’s Church, the 
Village Hall Committee and the Parish Council. This combined with the  
additional funding provided by advertising, enables us to offer the magazine 
free to the community. 
 

Editorial Team  -   -  Alison Hilton, Martin Bedford 
 

Design     -  Tony Hilton, Alison Hilton 
 

Distribution Coordinator -  Ken Flower 
 

Notes to Contributors 
 

Please email material to:- woodnesboroughnotesandnews@gmail.com  
Normally this should be no more than 500 words. The deadline for  
submissions is the 15

th
 of the month (e.g. 15

th
 May for June to July  

edition etc.). Please note that we reserve the right to select and edit articles 
submitted. 
 

Notes to Advertisers 
 

Now the magazine is being delivered to the whole village it is now a great  
opportunity to promote your business to over 600 properties at a very  
competitive rate. 
 

Cost of adverts 
 

Whole page £120 per annum  
½ Page £80 per annum 
¼ page £40 per annum 
  

Please email the advert to:- woodnesboroughnotesandnews@gmail.com  
either as a jpeg or simply the wording plus any clip art then it can be included. 
 

Fliers - The magazine offers a flier delivery service, the flier would simply be 
delivered with the magazine. For commercial organisations there is a charge  
of £30, but it is free to village organisations.  
 

Payment Cheques should be made payable to Woodnesborough PCC and 
sent to the Treasurer: 
 

Mr. Roger Bailey Woodside, Foxborough Hill, Woodnesborough,  
    Sandwich, CT13 0NZ 

mailto:woodnesboroughnotesandnews@gmail.com
mailto:woodnesboroughnotesandnews@gmail.com
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 Church Directory 
 

Vicar         Revd. David Ridley  619619 
         The Vicarage, Brook Street, 
         Eastry, Sandwich CT13 0HR 
 

Curate         Revd. Sandra Marsh   612686 
         The Vicarage, The Street, 
         Woodnesborough CT13 0NQ 
 

Assistant Priest      Revd. Rob Stevenson  366003 
 

Benefice Office:       Trisha Wells    611323 
Weds 10.45am - 12.45pm    eastry.benefice@gmail.com 
Friday  9.30am - 11.30am       
 

Reader         Hilary Baldwin   613346 
 

Church Wardens       Martin Bedford   617636 
 

         Roger Bailey    613036 
 

PCC Secretary       Caroline Pearce   619190 
 

PCC Treasurer       Roger Bailey    613036 
 

Church Flowers       Linda Flower    614142  
 

Baby & Toddler Group (term time)  

Thursday 9.30-11:30am     Linda Flower    614142 
 

Children’s Society      Martin & Gina Bedford  617636 
 

Eastry & District Open Group   Alistair Carnegie   813120 
 

Church Breakfast       Ken Flower    614142 
 

Coffee Pot (Tues 10-11.30am)   Jean Prior    611442 
 

Church Services 
  

2nd Sunday of the month  10.00am   Communion Service 
 

4th Sunday of the month  10.00am   Communion Service 
 

Given present uncertainties, details may change at fairly short notice, so 

please check the Eastry and Woodnesborough Benefice website and  

Facebook page for any updates  -  www.ewbchurches.org.uk 
 

It is now a requirement that face coverings should be worn in church services. 
 

The church is open every day from 9am-5pm for private prayer and  

reflection. 
 

We are a very friendly church and everyone of all ages is welcome to our 

services. 

http://www.ewbchurches.org.uk
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 Parish Directory 
 

Woodnesborough Village Hall Committee: 
 

Book via email:        woodnesboroughvillagehall@gmail.com 
 

Chair         Ken Flower    614142 
 

Treasurer        Jonathan Vine     
 

Clerk to the Parish Council    Joanna Jones    746036 
         8 Thornton Lane 

         Eastry 
         CT13 0EU 

         wood.pc@yahoo.com 
 

Chess Club        Harry Sharples   812985 
 

Woodnesborough Gardeners Club  Linda Flower    614142 
 

       woodnesboroughgardeners@gmail.com 
 

Woodnesborough Football Club   Nicola Hunt       07734 695275 
 

Women’s Institute President   Elizabeth Spanton  825225 
 

Women’s Institute Secretary   Rachel Martin   813412 
 

Village Hall 100 Club      Suspended until further notice 
 

Staple Short Mat Bowls Club    Les Allwright    812093 
 

Kent Highways Fault Report            03000 418181 
 

Disclaimer 

The Editor reserves the right to cut, edit or refuse to publish any contributions 

and does not necessarily agree with opinions expressed in published articles. 

All advertisements in the magazine are inserted in good faith, but the  

magazine committee accepts no responsibility for any statement made by the 

advertisers; nor endorses the products or services offered. 
 

Please note that Woodnesborough Village News is uploaded on the 
Eastry and Woodnesborough Benefice website. Please bear this in mind 
when submitting your articles, content of which will be included in the 
magazine and online. 

mailto:Wood.pc@yahoo.com
mailto:woodnesboroughgardeners@yahoo.co.uk
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Crossword Solution      Sudoku Solution 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ricks June Quiz Answers 
 

1.   Larry Grayson  

2.   Jeremy Paxman  

3.   Rovers Return  

4.   Beanz, Meanz, Heinz  

5.   Mrs Merton  

6.   They were all Detectives  

7.   British Overseas Airways Corporation  

8.   An Aircraft 

9.   Scotland Yard  

10. Jonny Craddock  

11. Hammer Films  

12. Graham Kerr 

13. Jaws  

14. To be hung 

15. Germany and Austria  

16. Paul Young  

17. Sleepless in Seatle  

18. IKEA 

19. M6 

20. David Niven, Sean Connery, Roger Moore, George Lazenby, Timothy  

      Dalton, Pierce Brosnan, Daniel Craig  
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 St. Mary’s Church Woodnesborough 

Games Evening 
A chance to catch up with with friends 

 Saturday 24 July 2021 

At 7pm in Woodnesborough Village Hall 
 

A selection of games will be provided 

but bring your own games too. 

Move around the tables and have fun! 

Have a go at the table top quiz and the raffle. 
 

Cheese, biscuits & nibbles provided - 

please bring your own drink & glass 
 

Please phone to reserve a place - 

Denise - 01304 619654, Alison - 07460 839319  

Martin - 01304 617636 or Kerrie - 01304 620209 
 

Free entrance - donations welcome on the night 


